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Last week we discovered the active, determined faith that God delights in. 

Today we are going to see how faith is the determining factor as to whether 

or not a person will experience the remarkable benefits of God’s gracious 

rule in their life.  In Mark 6:1-13 we are going to see both remarkable 

unbelief and remarkable faith.  

 

[Mark 6:1-13] 

 

The blessing of God’s kingdom is experienced and advanced  

by those who truly know Christ and honor Him through their faith.  

 

 

1. The blessing of God’s kingdom will not flourish in the soil of 

unbelief (Mark 6:1-6). 

 

We know from both the life and teaching of Jesus that there will be 

times when kingdom work is abundantly fruitful and times when it 

will be met with rejection.  Back in Mark 4 Jesus taught us through 

the parable of the soils that the quality of the soil in which the seed 

of God’s word is planted will determine the result.  

 

Here in Mark 6, Jesus returns to His hometown of Nazareth and finds 

that the soil is spoiled by unbelief. In verse 2, the people are 

astonished by Jesus’ wisdom and miracles—these are not disputed. 

But their response to these things is not to draw near to Jesus but to 

push Him away with rejection.  Vs. 3 says “they took offense at 

Him.” They were saying things like, isn’t this Mary’s boy, the 

carpenter? Isn’t he from a common family just like us? Who does He 

think He is to coming strutting into town with a band of followers as 

though He is a Rabbi? He hasn’t been to rabbinical school. They not 

only assessed Jesus to be a mere man, they also slandered Him. A 

man was always identified according to His father lineage—never 

his mothers. So the reference to Jesus as Mary’s son was probably 

intended as a barb revealing that they believed the rumor around 

town that Jesus has been born illegitimately, not believing Mary’s 

incredible story about His miraculous conception.  

 

The word “offense” in verse 3 is the Greek word skandalizo from 

which we get our word scandal—they “scandalized” Jesus; “they 

took offense to Him.” They had no reason to distrust Jesus—He was 

sinless and had given them no reason to treat Him with dishonor. But 

true to human nature, they sought to deflate Him down to their own 

par.  

Illus: Like a small town boy who rises to a prestigious political 

office: “Oh, I knew Charlie when he was a kid. I used to pick on him 

in the locker room.” Familiarity really can breed contempt as Jesus 

said in verse 4. 

 

The problem was not Jesus’ reputation, but their pride. Pride is what 

takes offense. Pride is always easily offended, but a truly humble 

person is difficult to offend. Pride is the fertilizer of unbelief. Too 

much pride will burn the soil so faith can’t grow. 

 

Illus: yard  

 Like too much fertilizer, pride will burn the soil so faith can’t grow.  

  

 We see the results of unbelief in verses 5 & 6. 

 

The irony here is that the people were astonished at Jesus’ teaching 

and miracles while Jesus was astonished at their unbelief. This is the 

same word that was used to describe how Jesus marveled at the 

centurion’s faith in Matthew 8 when He said, “just say the word and 

my servant will be healed.”  If Jesus were here today, what would 

make Him marvel?  Would He take notice of your strong confidence 

in Him or your obstinate distrust? 

 

The result of such unbelief was that Jesus did no extraordinary 

miracles there besides healing a few sick people; apparently only 

those few who had faith in Jesus. It’s not that Jesus lacked the power 

to do miracles or that He’s dependent upon a person’s faith. Rather, 



this is a clear example that God will not honor unbelief. Obstinate, 

hostile unbelief is a sure way to forfeit God’s power. Don’t miss the 

sad picture here. Jesus left Nazareth and because of their unbelief, 

life went on as it had before without experiencing the transforming 

power of God’s rule.  

 

Has the church yet discovered that “unbelief hinders God’s power” 

and mercy from freely working among us? Has Trinity yet 

discovered that “unbelief robs the church of its power?”
1
 I’m not just 

talking about full-concentrate unbelief that rejects God altogether. 

I’m also talking about Christians who refuse to trust God with a life 

of dependence, thinking it too risky. Without the kind of active faith 

in daily life that we talked about last week, we miss out on so much 

of what God wants to do in our lives and ministry.  

 

The blessing of God’s kingdom will not flourish in the soil of 

unbelief.  

 

2. The blessing of God’s kingdom will advance and flourish in the 

soil of faith (Mark 6:7-13). 

 

What’s happening here in verses 7-13 is that Jesus is giving apostolic 

authority to the twelve. That is, He is granting them His own 

authority over unclean spirits as well as authority to heal the sick and 

to preach the message of repentance.  

 

Yet notice the disposition in which the disciples were to go out—in 

dependent faith, trusting God to meet their every need. Isn’t it 

interesting that Mark did not record Jesus giving the twelve specific 

instructions on how to cast out demons or how to pray for healing? 

His instructions centered around their need to walk by faith.  

 

[Verse 8] How many of us would have protested at this point? No 

food? No bag? Not even money to buy supplies? Many of us would 

have been quick to argue with Jesus that to go so “unprepared” was 
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to take an unnecessary risk.  In vs. 9 Jesus did not even allow them to 

take a second tunic. In those days it was common for travelers to 

sleep outside and a second tunic served as a blanket to provide 

shelter from the cool nights. In a sense Jesus is calling them to trust 

in God’s provision for shelter—He would provide a place for them to 

stay.  Yet how many of us would have responded by immediately 

saying, “but what if we don’t find a place to stay?”  

 

What is Jesus doing? He is pressing the twelve out of their comfort 

zone and putting them into a position where He can train them to live 

in dependent faith and trust in God. Both their lives and their 

ministry were to flourish on the basis of their active faith in God.  

 

In fact, in vs. 10, they were to stay with whoever offered them 

hospitality when they first arrived rather than looking for a better 

option for the sake of their comforts.  Their focus was ministry rather 

than personal comforts; a ministry that would model dependence on 

God to meet their needs.  

 

Now notice how vs. 11 ties back to the first part of chapter 6.  Vs. 11 

says, [11]. When the disciples faced rejection and scorn just as Jesus 

did in Nazareth, they were to shake the dust off of their feet on their 

way out of town.  

 

In ancient times, it was customary that when Jews returned from 

foreign lands, they would shake the dust of foreign soil off of their 

feet signifying that they were not to pollute their land with the 

influence of pagan nations. So when the disciples message of 

repentance was rejected, shaking the dust from their feet was a sign 

that that city’s unbelief left them in no better condition than the 

pagans, no better condition than Sodom and Gomorrah under the 

judgment of God.  

 

The bottom line is that apart from repentance and faith, one cannot 

benefit from the kingdom of God.   

 



Notice the contrast between Nazareth, where the people were 

stubborn in unbelief, and the ministry of the disciples who walked in 

dependent faith. Vs. 5 says that in Nazareth no miracle was done but 

a few healings (key words: know, few). But vs 13 says of the twelve 

that “they were casting out many demons and were anointing with oil 

many sick people and healing them” (key words: many, many). The 

blessing of God’s kingdom will advance and flourish only in the soil 

of faith.   

 

Your dependent faith and trust in Jesus will open to you the blessing of 

God’s eternal kingdom, or your distrust and unbelief in Jesus will leave you 

right where you are in a rebel kingdom without hope and without God in this 

world—or the next.  

 

John 3:36-- "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not 

obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 

 

Mark 6 is especially important when we see it in light of the broader context 

of Mark’s Gospel, because we see that faith in Christ is essential at every 

level of life. 

 

� Mark 4:35-41 (storm): disciples are rebuked for their fear because of 

their lack of faith 

� Mark 5:1-20 (demoniac): Gerasenes are left in their fear because 

they rejected Jesus instead of trusting Him. 

� Mark 5:21-43 (Jairus and anonymous woman): These two received 

God’s favor through healing because of their active, determined faith 

in spite of fear. (Though God’s favor doesn’t always heal) 

� Today (Mark 6:1-13) we see that the benefits of God’s kingdom are 

either received by faith or rejected by unbelief.  

� Next week we will discover that life in the kingdom not only 

requires faith, but also suffering and sacrifice. In fact our salvation 

was ultimately established for us through the suffering and sacrifice 

of Jesus, in whose footsteps we walk.  

 

Do you truly know Jesus in trusting, saving faith, or do you just have a 

familiarity with Him that leaves you unconcerned or even embarrassed to be 

associated with Him, like the Nazarenes. Those who truly know Jesus will 

not only trust Him fully and solely with their eternal destiny, they will also 

trust Him with the nitty-gritty details of their daily lives. AND, they those 

who know Jesus will turn and repent of anything that opposes His lordship 

and grace in their lives.  

 

I have been praying over the last many weeks that you are taking these 

messages about faith to heart. Oh, how God wants you to live in the joy of 

trusting Him for the greater things He is seeking to accomplish.  

 

One week from today, we will be making an important decision as a church 

about the direction of our potential expansion. My greatest concern is not 

which way the vote falls on the footprint (magnitude/size) of the expansion. 

My greatest concern is not which way the vote falls on purchasing the butler 

building. My greatest concern is that as we will do our best to honor God in 

the decisions we make through a heart of faith—active, determined, 

confidence in our great God and His heart for this world.  

 

In Mark 6, Jesus called the twelve to Himself in order to send them out with 

the life-giving message of repentance. Every month, we gather around the 

Lord’s table to bring into focus what Christ has done through the cross as our 

only hope and our only message. We exist to be called-out-ones in order to 

be sent-out-ones. May God increase our capacity to trust Him. May He make 

the soil of faith rich in our lives so that the blessing of the gospel will 

advance and flourish both here and around the world.  

 

COMMUNION:  

 

 Bread: I Cor 11:23—“on the night in which Jesus was betrayed He 

took bread…” 

 Cup: I Cor 11:26 


